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3B 88 - EXTEND BAR ASS'N BOARD OF GOW

1:52:21 PH

VICE CHAIR DAHLSTROM anncunced that the fiunal <¢rder of business
i would be EOQUSE BILL NO. 88, "An Act extending the termination
date of +thke Beard oI Governcrs of +the Alaska PBar Association:
and providing for an effective date."

1:52:43 PM

; JAME W. FIZRSOW, Staff, Representative Jay Ranras, dlaska State
Lieyislaturs, explained on behalf of Representative Ramras,
sponsor, that HE 88 would excend the termination date for the
Bocard of Governors of the alaska Bar &ssoc.ation (ABA}, and

cted that the ©Division of lLegislative Audit has recommended
that the termination date for the Beard of Governors be extended

! te June 30, 2017, which is the date proposed by the bill.

1:54:04 PBHM

HMITCHELL, A. SEAVER, President, Board of Govexrnors, Alaska Bar
Assoeiation (ABA), cpined that the spoasor statement for KB 88
spueeinetly  sets Zerth the duties of the ABA, +that being o
gereen appiicants  for admission <o the ABA, and to discipline
mepbers of the ABA ro ansure tnat  they adhere +to professional
standards. 3oth <¢f those activities are sabject o supervision
by the Alasxa Suprame Court. The ABA is also responaible for,
or inveoived in, & wide mnumbexr of activitles, includirg fze
arbitration, handling disputes between cllients and their
lawyars, lawyer referral services, coatinuing legal edncation
{CLE), promoting pro bono legal services to low-iacomz Alaskans,
and maintaining a2 fund thac reimburses those glients damagsd by
an the dishonest acts of an attornay.

MR. SEAVER roted that through the efforts of the ABA's staff and
zounkless volurteers, the aforementionad functions are performed
witkout any cost to the State of Alaska, He observed that this
is the third time in the past four vyears that <he Board of
Sovernors has been before the legislature regarding a sunset
sxtensson; eack of the prior times, an eight-year extension was
recommendad, but ocaly shorter excensicns were approved, Be
concluded by indicazing that the Board of Gevernors would prafer
to be granted the eight-year extension. '

1358:00 FM

STEPHEN J. VAN GOOR, Bar Counsel, Alaska PBar Asescociation (ABA),
menticned =hat hz has been impressed with the dedication  and
willingness of the Board of Govaraors to take on the very
difficult issues that i

‘s confrented with, not <the least of
which dinveolves disciplining members of the ABZA; the Becard of
Governocrs is dedicated to the timely and compleze invastigation
and prosecution of compiaints againg: ARL  members, and
vltimataly such cases are reviewed by the BAlasxa Supreme Court.
He remarked that the ABA is small comparsd to bar asscciations
Ln other scates, and  that although ziaskxa has a difrficult par
exar, 1it's one that's desigued to  illustrate minimal compet;;;g

te practizce law, knowledge of  Alaska law, an ability to spot
Lo .

issues, and &n  abiiity to thoroughly explain a legal preblem in
& mannery expaected of a lawyer. N

ME. VAN GCOR encouraged the committee to recommend the extension

of the Beard of Governors' sunset daze. The [Board of
Governers] is functicning according +c statuvte, he opined, and
noted that it is sccountable to the Alaska Supreme Court, In

response Lo a  gquestion, he explained +that every disciplinany
cage that cemes before the Baoard of Gevarnors is considered both

by the lawyers elecced to serve on it and by the three pablic
mzmbsrs  appointed to serve on  it; forthermore, under current
_ rules, =zt least one of the three mepnbers chosen to hear a
| particular disciplinary case mwust be a public member. He
i characterized the participation of +he public members, both in
snch hearings and on the Beoard of Gowernorg in general, as a
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